
Would you like this pulpit? 
 

  

Dundee: Balgay Parish Church of Scotland 

 

A parish profile for 

a family friendly church 

 



Do you want to become a loved member of our family? 

 

If you join us we commit to  

Y Support you in expanding our already thriving city congregation  

Y Maintaining the financial stability of our church to allow outreach  

Y To continue to work harmoniously for our church and be open to new ideas  

Y Ensure everyone feels welcome in our church  

Do you share our vision? 

Y Are you a leader who will help and inspire us ? 

Y Will you m eet opportunities and new challenges ahead with the assistance 

of a youthful and engaged board and session?  

Y Will you encourage Members young and old to use their strengths to serve 

their Church and Lord ? 

Y Will  you build our congregation  from our very varied parish ? 

 

 

  



 

Introduction 
Balgay Parish Church currently find ourselves in a very  much unexpected vacancy 

due to the untimely death of our previous minister after  a short illness .  Following 

a lengthy period of stability we have had a period of uncertainty and are now 

delighted to be in the position to call a new minister to our unrestricted charge.   

In 1902 the foundation stone on Tullideph Road was laid.  The first service took 

place in December 1902.   The new church was given the name Balgay St Thoma s 

and changed to Balgay Parish Church following a union in 1973.    

We have a healthy Session and Board to support the minister and church , 

together with a rotation of 3 Beadles.  D uring our vacancy we have had the recent 

ordination of 5 new Elders.  

 

 

   

  



 Sunday Worship  
Y We currently use the  Good News Bible, CH4 and Mission Praise  

Y We follow the lectionary  

Y Readings and prayer are led by members of the congregation 

every Sunday  

Y A printed order of service/intimations sheet is produced each 

week  

Y A small, committed choir is involved in Sunday morning services  

Y We have a permanent organist who also plays the church digital  

piano  

Y We have a Worship Group who regularly lead the service  
 

Worship throughout the Year 
Y Full Communion Services take place on the 4th Sunday of April and October  

Y Informal Communion Services are held on Maundy Thursday and the last 

Sunday of the year  

Y During Holy Week we hold a Pot Luck supper on Maundy Thursday, a Good 

Friday Service and an early morning service on Balgay Hill followed by 

breakfast in the hall and wo rship in the church on Easter Sunday.  

Y Our Youth Church lead worship on the first Sunday in June and the Sunday 

before Christmas  

Y On Christmas Eve we ho ld a Candlelit Watchnight Service followed by a 

short, informal service on Christmas Day when the children are encouraged 

to bring along their toys from Santa  

Y Other special services include Harvest Thanksgiving, Remembrance 

Sunday, the Guild Dedication and  an annual Songs of Praise  

Y Refreshments and a chance to catch up following the service on the first 

Sunday of the month from September to June.  Sometimes soup is provided 

in the winter months  
 

 

Pastoral Care 
Pastoral Care is very important to us.  It is currently carried out by our locum 

minister with the assistance of our Visitation Group.  Members of the Flower 

Group take flowers with the thoughts and prayers of the congregation to 

celebrate or support members of our church family.  

  



Church Organisations 
Y The Youth church encompasses an age range from babies and toddlers to 

teenagers. The children where appropriate help with the Christian Aid 

hunger lunch and they have supported UNICEF for many years. They also 

lead two church services in the year at Christmas and summer.  

Y The Guild has been part of the life of the church for many years. It meets 

on a regular basis through October to March.  

Y Messy Church was trialled last year and as a result of the success more 

sessions are scheduled. It is a n ew approach for us  and has been well 

supported by the congregation and wider communities.  

Y The Flower Group meets regularly to share a love of flower arranging. The 

group is responsible for providing flowers for the Sunday service and it is 

also responsible  for decorating the church at Christmas , Easter and 

Harvest with help from members of the congregation.   

Y The Craft group meets weekl y to share and enjoy handcrafts.  They host a 

tea/ coffee afternoon to sell their crafts , they also sell their handiwork 

at  the Church Christmas Fayre . 

Y The Badminton group meet weekly over the winter months changing their 

attire for the summer months when the y explore the many local walks in 

the guise of the Ramblers group.  

Y The Special Eventõs Committee formed to provide events which were not 

there to raise fund s but to raise spirits and increase socialising.  They 

organise an annual barbeque, ceilidhs, Halloween parties, quizzes and 

anything else that people suggest.  

Y The Supper Club has been recently formed to allow members to  experience 

the many culinary delights on offer around the city.  It allows people to go 

out for a meal as a group and visit restaurants they might not normally visit.  

It is proving popular and have already sampled various cuisines. 

Y The Dance group meet t o learn and practice Scottish Country Dance.  

Members of the congregation are joined by dancers from across the city 

and beyond. 

Y We also have groups from out  with the church who use our halls: Fit Steps 

Weightwatchers, childrenõs self-defence classes and childrenõs parties. 

These raise awareness of our place in the parish community  and raise funds . 



 

 
 

 

  

Volunteers assisting the 

Flower Group decorate for 

Christmas  

Easter Breakfast after an 

early start on Balgay Hill  

Messy 

Church 

Christmas 

Fayre ð Craf t 

produce  

Maundy Thursday Pot Luck 

Supper 



Property 
The Church is not a building but its people. However, it is recognised that our 

buildings are an important aspect of the dynamics of church life.  

We have a large welcoming stone built church building in cruciform which seats 

approximately 450. The internal layout has stone arches and spectacular modern 

stained glass windows in the chancel and a large vestibule at the rear of the 

sanctuary. This vest ibule also contains magnificent stained glass windows. We also 

have a modern three manual Makin organ together with a digital piano.  

Externally, the church garden enhances the view of the church from the main 

Lochee Road and is maintained by an enthusiasti c precincts committee; to the 

extent that it has won the Dundee City Council prestigious church gardens award 

for over 10  years. 

The Suite of Halls are linked directly to the church and comprise a modern large 

hall with a full stage and dressing rooms, a s maller self -contained hall, kitchen 

and a smaller meeting room with capabilities of opening on to our hall of 

fellowship.  Disability access is also well catered  for .  

 

The Church and Halls are beautifully kept by our dedicated cleaner.  

 

The Manse is an ideal family home, a one and a half storey, detached stone -built 

property and separate garage, situated within walking distance of the church. The 

ground floor comprises a large lounge and dining room both with bay windows, 

study, large kitchen and toilet.  Upstairs the property consists of three double 

bedrooms and one single bedroom, dressing room, large modern bathroom, with 

separate shower cubicle and whirlpool bath. The house has been well maintained, 

is fully double glazed, has gas central heating and upgraded attic insulation. 

Although not a new build home it does have a modern interior within this period 

home whilst keeping the outer envelope pristine.  The manse sits in an enclosed 

garden. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

  



Finance   
The congregation is financially sound and is able to meet all its commitments. We 

have also been able to fund major items by donations and fund raising from the 

congregation. The Church Treasurer is supported by a Finance Team who assist 

in the counting of the offerings together with the welco me teams. 

The following charities are supported annually by retiring offerings or specific 

fundraising:  

Christian Aid  Help for Heroes  Unicef òGrace jarsó Starter Packs  

We also support other one off charities throughout the year.  

Parish Amenities 

Y Education ð Several excellent educational establishments are available 

within Dundee from pre -school to postgraduate level.   The manse is in the 

catchment area for the much respected Harris Academy.  There is also the 

opportunity to attend The High School of Dundee and bursaries can be 

applied for . 

Y Health Care ð Dundee has a world renowned teaching hospital with many 

local healthcare centres, residential and nursing homes.  

It also has a dental hospital.  

Y Leisure ð Dundee caters well for all interests, with theatres, cinema, eating 

out, sports and outdoor pursuits. It has many open spaces within the city 

including Balgay Park which has the Mills Observatory. COMING SOON the 

V&A! 

 

 

Thank you for taking the time to  read our Parish Profile.  We hope it inspires you 

to join us.  



APPENDIX 
Ministers and Deacons in Civil Partnerships Act (Act 1 2015)   

The Kirk Session voted in favour of departure from the traditional teaching of 

The Church of Scotland regarding Act 1 2015.  This vote will allow applications 

for the current vacancy to be considered from, amongst ot hers, individuals who 

are in a civil  partnership.  

 

We currently hold a CCLI Copyright Licence 

  

Balgay Bulletin 

We publish this  monthly in house from Septembe r to June to keep members near 

and far abreast of happenings.  

 

         Balgay Parish Church 

 

 
 

 

 

 


